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* me in 
of the Firſt inſtant, I here intreat 
528 your Acceptance of the beſt Ac # I 
count I could poſſibly collect of ˖ 
hag — Cartel ſo lately agreed on by the 
Maſters of the two Theatres, of Drury - Lane, © 
and Covent- Garden; and tho# with me every 
Command of your's has the full Force of 2 
Law, yet in this, for ſome time, I greatly Uiſ> 
truſted my Power of obeying you, at leaſt in 
the Latitude required, being — little acqu aint 
ed with Theatrical Affairs. However, that 
nothing might'be wanting which could poſſi 
bly ſerve td amuſe you in your Retirement, ſo 4 
remote from London, I haue for ſeveral Days 
paſt frequented, that Mart of Pleaſure Covent- _ 
Garden, where, in divers Plage and ig ſeveral. 
| Companies, tho? the Convet iin roll chief. 
ly on the Cartel; yet, ſo — 2 the Re- 


A o : . * 


were. Lien e e „een that FI 4 
Time þ was rather confounded than inform d. 
But walking Saas that Square the other Day, 

to buy me Brat Ehappen'd.tofee/an ancient 


Poet of 


my Acquaintance* fanding there, TOP 


rounded by ſeveral Comedians; 1 obſerved, 4 4 


Friend, tho a very wortby i ingenious Perſon, was 
but indifferently ie, and tegie es I thought, 
a little 100 — 2 in His Behaviour to a 
Set of Pep bo look d too ſtiff to return it, 
or to have been long with the fine 
Cloaths they had on. _ 
Upon beating the Carte) was the Subject of 
: their Converſation, 1 immediately] joyn'd the 
Company by means of my old Acquaintance, 
=> "when one of the Actors in great Heat cry'd out, 
The Opprethion is not to be born ! ſhall we be 
reduced in our Sa aries ? we, the Sons of Joy, 
£ and Vehicles of Delight! No, Sir; 1 hate Op- 
» _- preſhon: I am an Exgliſbman, tho' an Actor, 
4 and a Gentleman by my Profeffion ; and ſhall 
I be robb'd thus in open Day, and every Day, 
df my daily Bread, by any raſkally monopo- 
luing Cartel whatſoever? No, Sir, cry'd the 
— reſt, nor we neither; it is not reaſonable. * 
* My Friend the Poer, who had attentively 
bueard all this, very gravely reply*'d, Oppreſſion 
makes the Wiſeſt mad: But, pray, good Sir, 
* what Salary would your Maſter reduce you to? 
. ayer, But to a poor louſy 
Three Rund Pounds a Year. 2 pray 
t ore the Cartel ſaid the 2 2 
Hund. ly'd the Pla er, be- 
Fg 2 l des 
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4 a nes Been 


this Stripplit Fe | 
| Year, Yes, ee es they would 
reduce me o Firth; Fat. 1 


Dan cry'd my 
Friend, Prodigious! Sir, ſaid the Player, do 


e wonder it 7 Why, One in our Company 
had Seven Hundred; that young Gentleman 


there, (pointing to on bad Three; and even 
hadyT'wo--Hufgdred Pounds a 


all fatti-ficlt. 
Faſt ! cry'd the frſt eie Noo neither, 
but 1 will and. it out till a Ses of Dek 


duwindle into Neat's Feet, > my Saddles of 


| Mutton into Sheep's Trotters, Ser I comply. 
And foI would adviſe you all Let us, Gentlemen, 


burt ſtand firmly by each other, and we ſhall ſoon. 


. 


bring them to our own Terms, and perhaps 


get our Arrears paid us into the Bargain: For 
conſider, th: Quality won't be deprived long 
of their favourite Diverſions; and that there s 


likewiſe a Higher Power to apply to. Upon 


which they all gave their Hands round to each 

other, and their Honours, to ſtand or fall toge- 

ther. Well then! cry'd the firſt Actor with 

an Air of Triumph, Now let me ſee who can 

hurt us, fince our Honours are engaged? And 
no One can. modeſtly doubt of the Honour of 


an Actor. We muſt break the Bands 


would impoſe on us; we muſt be free, wenn 8 

we dare be ſo. a * *- 3 
'My Friend, whoſe Pationce wad (ontberdadl 

jaded. with ſo much Arrogance, at length told 


them, He did not queſtion their Honour, but 


much doubted their Prudence; © for that the 
rn: ow had * enter d into, | 
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Feen, be ill reliſhed ae that n and their | 
ſons for it not quite ſo clear and convincing 
as they imagined : For, the Public perhaps 
liked better to ſee Players in their proper Places, 
than treading ſo cloſe upon the Heels of the 
Sentry; and therefore thought it moſt ad- 
Wo, or Three 
Hundred Pounds, nich they might 
for the airy * peQations of greater 


"You Actors, continued my F riend, are 4 worſt 
much better off than the Gentlemen. that write, 
Having each of you © conſtant and competent 
Subſiſtance; when we, added to the Time and 
Trouble neceflary to the Writing a Play, have 
more Time to look i in getting it accepted, and 
Trouble too in getting it rehearſed, if we — 
o fortunate to it received at all; 


x which Merit now has little Weight, as Ca- 


price and Whim ſo entirely engroſs the * 
e. | 

The Gentlemen that write ! cry'd the Actor 

with great Contempt: The Poets were always 

; and it is likely, they write the better for 

it. Neceſſity is the Mother of Invention. But, 

What is the Writing of a Play? or a Play, 

when written, to the Acting of it? *Tis Action 


that gives the Life, the Force, the Beauty, and 


the Excellence; ſo that the Actor is firſt of all 
to be conſider d: He muſt not be oppreſs d or 
ſtreigthen d on any Account in his Salary, or 
otherwiſe; but cheriſh'd and kept in high Spi- 
tits, chat he voy n each he — 
f | and 


5 t 


(3), 


and top his Part. The Poets! Sir? Aye! the 
Poets! Sir? cry'd my Friend with ſome Emo- 

tion: And is 8 no Difference then betwixt a 

Poet and his Puppet? or, Is there any Compa- 
riſon between the conſtructipg a Fable, laying 
down a proper Variety of Characters in the 
Drama, with ſuitable Incidents and Changes to 


introduce a juſt and yet ſurprizing OCataſtrophe 


and all to enforce the Moral intended; and the 


making Shift to play a Part, juſt well enough to 


eſcape Hiſſing? for I have not ſeen many Parts, 
for ſome Years paſt, acted well enough to de 
applauded. And is not more Regard to be had 


to a Gentleman of a liberal Education who can 


write well, than to one who having been too 
idle and faucy to learn ſome Mechanic Trade, 
has run away from his Work-Shop, mounted 
the Stage, and appear'd in Parts he could nei- 
ther ſpeak nor act with Propriety ? Sir, you faid 


you had Four Hundred Pounds a Year: I wiſh 


it had been paid you for any Thing but Play- 
ing. And why the Maſter, after_ giving you 
fach a Salary, ſhould ſuffer you to abuſe ſo ma- 


ny good Parts, I cannot conceive! Surely,” you _. 


was a ſtrange Favourite with him. Bat, had 
you either Grace or Gratitude, Sir, you would 
not have return d Evil for Good; you would 
only have taken his Mon without mangling 
any of his Characters. The Player, greatly 
enflamed at this, cry'd out, Sir, as 1 Fave been 
ſo well received by the Town, I can deſpiſe 
your Malice; and III venture to fay, that 1 


can at at leaſt play ene My 1 


"_ Fries 


|. 


* PLL 


<a « T3 
EF: Fend 3 bäh = You may venture to fay 
any ching, and not hurt your Reputation; but 
for your Reception with the Town you are un- 
j deer a Miſtake: For the beſt Judges ever regret- 
1 ted your being impoſed upon them, in moſt of 
| te Characters you play. And as to your Abili- 
8 ty for ſpeaking fo well as I can write, I will 
1 Jo0oin Iſſue with you, and try it immediately; 
J0 putting ſome Verſes in his Hand, he bid him 
read them. The Player looking over the Ver- 
les, cry d out, Here are ſcurvy Verſes indeed; 
and is a damn'd ſcurvy Thought too; but 1 
Will read em, however, to convince you of my 


* ; Sir. 


Aclors are Puppets, * ;he Plots play, 
Their Parrots too, and taught in all they fay + 
Die Lungs of Ruble, Pageants of a Scene, 
: Who Eres in Buſkins, or inVifſors grin. 
And all they e er can boaſt of Excellence 


E, that they juſtly Jound the Author's Senſe. 


' © This is indeed the heed Stuff I ever 
read. Aye, reply'd my Friend, your wretched - 
manner of reading them would almoſt per- 
ade any Man to be of your Opinion: But 
I am too well acquainted with the Merit of 
my own Production to like it the worſe for 
the barbarous Treatment it has had. 
Theft home Strokes having greatly inflamed 
both Parties, I thought it high time to part 
... them, which I did by engaging my old F. iend 
* and take a Dinner with me "Bed: 
e ; 


: Bidford-Head' Tavern, 1 the - Cant 15 
to manage their own Affairs in their own 


Way, whilſt Dinner was getting ready, I * 4 


obſerved, my Friend ſeem'd a little dejected, 
whence, fearing he might fail me in ſome of 
_ the good Uſes I purpoſed to make of him, 
I thought it neceſſary to cheer him up, by 
telling him that he was not only my very wel- 
come (Gueſt, but that if five or ten Pieces 
would be uſeful to him he might command 
my Purſe: Upon which I ſoon found 1 had 
touch'd the right String to charm away the 
evil Spirit, for the old Spark, immediately 
clear'd up, caſt away all dis Cares, and be- 
came as entertaining as poſſible. 0 
Our Meat was well dreſs'd, and our Bur- 
gundy exceeding good, ſo that, having finiſh'd 
the firſt Bottle, I then gave him to under- 
ſtand the Occafion I had to apply to his 
Knowledge in Theatrical Matters, and to have 


dis Opinion of the preſent Cartel, upon which 


he anſwer'd, Sir, you do me a fingular Plea- 
fure, for J love to run over the pleaſing 


. Situation of theſe things in paſt Times, as . 
much as I regret their 8 bad Condition, ? 


and if ſuch a courſory Scetch of them as my 
Memory ſhall at preſent ſerve me with, can 
prove a 1 uſeful to you, or entertaining 
to your Friend in his Retirement, I ſhall think 
5 my Time moft happily employ'd. | 
Sir, faid he, when I firſt became acquainted 
. with the Stage, which is now above half a 
on” 80. we then could boaſt of not only 
4 great 


* 


King Charles the IId uſed to call him, the 
% _ beſt Player under the Sun, and the laſt, the 


Thing 
an abſurd Fellow broke looſe from the Shop- 
board, and all ſober Reſtraint, who has encum- 


e ſhall cut a Flalb, 


3 3 
N 4 - _ 
* ( ) 


a great many good Authors who could writ 
exceeding well, but likewiſe;a Set of the mo 


excellent Actors that perhaps any one, Age or 


Country ever produced; and, further, let me 


add, a numerous Set of the moſt knowing 
ous Patrons. The Songs of Ttaly and 


. the Jiggs of Fraxce, their Operas and Panto- 


mimes, had .not then depraved the Taſte of 
our Nobility and Gentry ; but when an inge- 
nious Author had writ a good Play, the beſt 


of our noble Critics would attend a Rehearſal, 
to aſſiſt even a Mobun or a Hart to get up 


their Parts. 
Major Moabmn, and Captain Hart, "the firſt, | 


beſt under the Moon, were both Gentlemen, 


| + liberally*cducated, had borne Commiſſions in 
ak «pw had each a ſurprifing Genius, both 
greatly practiſed and univerſally applauded ; 


and yet even they with Notes, Undenbill and 


the other wonderful Performers of that Age, 


would earneſtly ſollicit Inſtruction from any 
one they thought able to inform them i in any 
relative to Acting. When at this Day, 


ber'd a Stage a Seaſon or two without being 

to live like a 
Perſon of Diſtinction, and cy himſelf the 
Lord knows what? Whereas the others, 
(cho ſome had been well born as above, and 


| "WH were greatly carreſs d and encouraged by 6-4 Bs; 


| greateſt People of that Age) had. ftill the Mo- 
deſty to keep their due Diſtance. Did not 
you obſerve that Stripling we left in Covent 


Garden? Why, he, it ſeems, had two hundred ._ 


Pounds the laſt Seaſon ; when, at times I've 
been ſpeaking of, he would have jump'd at 
fifteen Shillings a Week Play-houſe-pay. Why, 
Sir, Major Mobun had not two hundred Pounds 
a Year: Here I aſk'd my Friend what. he 
meant by Play-houſe-pay? Why, Sir, faid he, 
' fifteen Shillings a Week is half a Crown 
ger Night, which, when the 9 plays 
every Night, is fifteen Shillings per Week, the 
Actors being paid as they play: Which, if four 
times a Week, is ten Shillings. if but twice a 
Week, tis then but five Shillings: But theſe 
modern People have had the Addreſs to pro- 


cure certain annual Penſions of the preſent 


Managers, Play or Play not. | 
After that moſt excellent Company of 
Players above-mention'd, the next that ſuc- 
ceeded were a Set of Performers the moſt 
worthy to ſucceed them; I mean Mr. Bertertun 
and Company. Mr. Bettertor, when in his 


8 Zenith, was certainly the greateſt Actor of '_ 


| his Time, nor had he les Merit as a Manager. 


The Decorum in thoſe Days I remember with 
Rapture, a Rehearſal then being managed win 


Lach Regulariry that the grearclt People in be 


Nation uſually attended them with entire 
Satisfaction; and yet that Gentleman, as Actor 


and Manager, had but five Pounds a Week, 
Z 3p, 2: © gs and 


* 


| * 


* q 10 3 
and 1 boo but four Pokadit a 1 Weds tho? 
the moſs all Actreſs the World ever pro 
- duced ; and the others in proportion. 
Mr. Berterton, with all his Merit, had that 
fngular Modeſty, when being defired by ie. - 
veral Noble Patrons to revive the Character of 
Fu Falſtaff, he conſented only on Condition that 
they would likewiſe attend and give him all 
the Inſtructive Hints they poſſibly could, and 
after all that was done, was heſitating ſome 
Fears before he would venture to play the Part. 
But Modeſty was always an Attendant on 


1 Merit; whereas there is ſeveral of the preſent 


Been. if dreſs'd in the proper Habit will 
without much Diffidence . themſelves on 


© the Stage in that very difficult Character. 


Almoſt all the Patentees, likewiſe Best fe 


we Davnant, Killigrew, Vanbrug, Manwaring, 


and Steel, were ' ingenious fine "Gentlemen, 
knew bow to uſe an Author well, and encou- 

rage a good Performance; but the Preſent are 
o diſproportion'd in their Taſte to the Power 


they hold, that they greatly diſcouruge all good 


Writing, and deprive the Public of a get deal | 


of good Entertainment. 
But laſt fine Company of Players w 


we 


bad, as Booth, Cibber, Wilks, Fohnſon, Bow- 
man, Oldfield, Porter, &c. play d ſome time 


under a Patent granted to Sir Richard Steel, 
'and after his Deceaſe, under a Patent which 


the three firſt mention'd procuted to themſelves, 


ea thence affected to Be call'd the Trium- 


7 * 2 
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| virate, 2 ds their Management after ſome 
time, it was that we firſt heard of A Car- 


tel. 
| Mr. Booth Was 5 born, had been liberally 
educated, his Perſon was handſome, and very 


' manly, he had an exceeding fine Voice, a 
noble graceful Action, and great judgment: 3 
And was eſteem'd, even by ſuch as remember d 
Mobun and Betterton, an aus 5p Tragedian. 
But his Fire in the Part of Hotſpur, his Nig- | 
nity in Brutus, and his Gravity in Cato wi 


A be remember d to his Honour. 
Mr. Cibber, Rill living,. has certainly been 


| the moſt univerſal Comedian of bis Time, 


equally excellent in be 5 the Villain, the 

Eb old Man, and the Schoal-Boy. "He had 
great Humour, was always in Character, but 
not always perfect in his Parts, but ſometimes 


play with him. i ſha'nt ſpeak. of him here 

ag. N Writer, tho" he has approved bimſelf 

a very good one. 

Mr. Wills was a graceful, genteel, ſpirited 

Aer, was always perfect, and in free Co- 
medy, eſpecially: in High- life, was moſt ex- 
cellent: He chiefly appear'd in the Manage- 

ment, and brought Thel Offer into Credit, and 


the Stage into Decorum, and, ſo far as his 


Judgment ſerved; was a good Stage- Teacher. 
He had been well inſtructed in Dancing, Fence- 
ing, Ce. with which Accompliſhments, cho“ 


SER his rio. was but irregularly made, he bad 2 
. 9 * — 2 very 


the Cues fo looſely that it was difficult to | 
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( 12 4% | 
Very g good Air, and was by much de gentecſt 
Actor of his Time. | 
Mr. Jabnſn, a very. worthy honeſt Man; 
had been bred a Painter, and was an excellent 


Attiſt. But taking bim here on as an Actor, 


be was in all his Parts a faithful Servant ts 
Nature, and copied her cloſe in every turn of 

Pathon; his Action, his Attitude was ſo juft, 3 
and ſo Characteriſtic, that no Painter would 
with for a better Life to draw from: I knew - 


Him well, I valued him when living, and 1 2 


Honour his Aſhes; and Thall hereafter, in its 
proper Place recite ſome cruel Treatment he 
met with from the Triumvirate which he 


never complained of, and which for that Nea- 


ſon very few Dad the Penetration to — 


Mr. Wen to the ul, 
ing Courteſy 1⁰ peculiar to the Breeding in 
Charles the d= s Reign; he had been in his 
younger Days an excellent „ and a fine 
" Singer, and, even in his old Age, top'd the 
Parts of Decias in Cato, and — Lord Chief 
Tuftice in Henry the Fourth : The lofty firm 
yet eaſy Grandeur he aſſum'd in the Ambaſe 
fader, and that graceful Dignity in the Ma- 
gfirate, Mill ſerve to ſhew how effential good 
reeding is to the acting ſuch Characters. 


pere that flow * 


Mrs. O/zfield, for genteel Comedy moſt cer- 5 


. tainly excell'd all her Predeceſſors on the Stage; 
ſhe had an handſome agreeable Perſon, had 


1 extremely well Fab and could eaſily | 
; | * | 


72 


Turns witch which our "Engliſh Comedies 


abound: She was an excellent Tragedian re! 


and ated ſeveral Parts in Tregedy with great 
Grace and Dignity; but her Loſs in Comedy, 
eſpecially in the High-Life, W admits of 
| wy Reparation. 

Mrs. Porter, ſtill living, was train'd up 
under che ever famous Mrs: Barry, and, 
her leaving the Stage, immediately enter'd upon 


all her Parts, and, indeed, was the only Perſon 


then that Win have. been ſuffer d to appear 


1 1 in them; and ſo well ſhe fucceeded her, that 


Mrs. Barry, after ſeeing her play a very difh= 
cult Part, return d her Thanks faying, Dear 
Porter, 1 ſhall never die whilft you live; and 
ſure I am that in Tragedy in particular, ſhe 


continued many Years, to eee herſelf, 
next to Mrs. Barry, the beſt Actreſs: that E 
| ever the Exgliſb Stage could boaſt, and, in m 
poor Opinion, ſhe is s All the beſt Judge, both 
of Speaking and Acting of any in the . 


— Comedians, as Mr. V. alter, Mr. Ryan, 


Mr. Ruin, Miſs Yonger, Sc. leaving the Tri- 


umvirate about this time, and engaging with 
Mr. Reb, fo greatly alarm'd the former, that 
they firſt try'd to make Repriſals, and made 


Prize of Mr. Griſin whom they e 
_— to nn Mr. Rich, " ths leaſt 


* - 


aſſume the fine Lady, with a brouninjg Dig- 80 
, w Aa 2 Purpoſe in all "os luſcious i intriguing 


r a — 


| | 3h 14 5 
Thoughts of employing him themſelves, as 
- _ they did not, in any material Part, for ſome 
Years; but, finding the reſt ſtand firm, they 
next tryd to ſecure their own Actors, as the7 
dilid Mr, Fobnſon, whom they had uſed ill, by 
Setting him to accept of a Bounty from tho 


r Office, and to give his Word, which they knew | 


that he would not leave — And 


Was ſacred, 


tten it was that they compleated his ill Treat- 


Wich had been caſt for that Gentleman: U 


ment: One of the Triumvirate, when Mr. Fobn- 
for was ill of a Fever, had -play'd, and been 
well received, in the Part of Fuſtice Shallow, 


Which he, envying Mr. Fobn/on's Repu tation, 
thought fit-to — further into Walk, 


BE a Uyly dropping ſeveral Plays in which 


M. Fobnſon's Parts were very conſiderable, 
and reviving-other Plays, and ordering it ſo 
that Mr. Jobn/on ſhould have no Part in them; 


praifing that 
Actor would frequently ſlide into his Commen- 


ſo that abundance of People in 


| - . + gation that he was excellent in the ſmall C 25 


paſs he acted, not knowing that his Compaſs 
had been much larger, and that he had excell'd 
in all his Parts, and had been treacherouſly 
- " uſedfin being trick d out of ſo many of them, 
and the Public thereby the: Los n of 


But tho they had Ga Nr. o * as 


9 — yet as they could not fafely confide 
in ſame of the others, they, to pin the Baſket 
= fut 8 W 26. _ the (other | 


1 * 


(5 6 


Maſter, and had the Addrefs to prevail upon 
him to enter into Articles with them to pre- 


vent ſuch Accidents for the future; and this 


Agreement was by thoſe mock-Monarchs call 4 


the Cartel. | 
A wiſe Bargain for the Trioatwia? indeed; 


but what the other could hope to gain by it, 
| whoſe Company was then the weakeſt, no one 
could gueſs; * it was a more deſpotic 


over his Company, than either the Laws of the 


Land or the Cuſtoms of the _ could entitle 


him TEL 
N oy the bad Effects of this vw Cartel Wen 


to appear in our public Entertainments, 


for only the worn - out Plays then in Stock wee 
| impoſed on the Town, with very little Varie- : 


ty; and the Triumviratè affected to eaſe them-- 
ſelves by ſhifting off ſeveral Parts, they were ad- 


mired in, to the young Comedians: and, if an 


Audience ſhew'd their Diſlike of ſuch ill Treat- 
ment, they were ſo far from Redreſs, that a 
Manager has been heard to ſay: Aye] hiſs and 


| be damn'd; you ſhall have nothing elſe. 


The Poets too were very ill uſed at this Tine, 


asd their Plays either not read, or retarn'd'with 


great Contempt and ill Breeding, *eſpecially by 


the Triumvirate: For the other Maſter, Wien 


1 low, was ſometimes prevail'd on to accept a 


good Piece refuſed at the O/d Houſe, and found — 
bis Advantage | 


| in it, tho' he could perform it 
but indifferently; but at length, after the mon- 
3 Run of the Tre Opera, and ſome 


. © * 1 
Ap ho * *. 
- 5 
5 * 
t 
* 
—— 
* 


(16) 


| Ae lens Pantomi mes, he like wiſe grew As in- 
Jolent as the others. And f 
For the Players, tho' there were then living 
ſeveral 4 Performers, they were in ſuch 
a State of Slavery as hardly conſiſted with the 


4 L Liberty of an Engliſhman. An Actor of Pro- 


in a Pet, and render'd incapable of getting his 4 


bity and Merit, for whom the Town had an 
| uncommon Regard, might then be diſmiſſed 


Bread, tho' he had a fair Diſcharge to ſhew in 
all layful and equitable Appearance, as was ju= | 


1 dicially declared by a Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
Aud, in the Caſe If Mr. Joſeph Miller; and 


yet, for Want of ſome private Mark or Charac- 


ter -reciprocally agreed on, the other Maſter 
--  durſt not, under a certain 4 receive him: 


P Whereby that excellent Performer, not to men- 
tion the Hardſhips impoſed on others, was kept 
from the Exerciſe of his Buſineſs and his Bread 
for ſeveral Years together, tho? the Town all the 


Iime moſt n demanded him. 


But, about the Year 17 30, a new Play-Houſe 


* Was erected in Goodmar's Fields, which open d 


a Poor of Liberty to the Stage, and gave great 
Conſolation to the Authors and Actors of that 
Time: For, ſeveral of the former had divers 


good Pieces acted there; and many of the lat- 


der, amongſt whom was the . Mr. 
Miller aboye-mention'd, were entertained and 
employed, and delivered thereby from that cruel 

oppreſſive Cartel, which, being no longer f 
N Uſe to chem. Was ſoon ninety: laid aſide. 


But | 


3 Ca) 

But the Situation of that Houſe in ſuch 2. 
buly Part of the Town, being objected to by 
many, it was, after divers Attempts to put it 
down, ſuppreſ#d'by Act of Parliament, and 1 
Uſe of hos made unlawful without a Patent 
from his Majeſty, or a Licence from the Lord 
Chamberlain; fo that now, under this new mo- 
nopolizing Cartel, from what Point of our 
Horizon ſhall any Hopes dawn of Deliverance? | 
Alaſs! poor Stage! Entertainment is giving up 


_ _ Ghoſt, or at beſt will dwindle down to 


ſome Degree of Contempt, unleſs our preſent 
Managers, out of the Wantonneſs of their 
Hearts, ſhould, by ſome enormous Acts of 

a Cruelty to their Comedians, or exceflive Arro-" 

gance tothe Town, provoke the higher Powers 

- to. ſuppreſs them, and licenſe hers more wor- 
2 by: to manage. 
One of theſe wiſe Maſters is Se fay- 55 
ing, That there is no Body now can write; 
5 thoſe that could write well are all dead. And 
I that can read, will venture to fay with Sal- 

mon, on Occaſion. of this Cartel, Mat better 

are the Dead that ate already dead, than the 
_ Living which are yet alive, for any Thing 
they are likely to get by the Writing of Plays. 


As for the Players, Sir, they are by this G 


tel all abſolutely Slaves; and the Town muſt” 
hence ſeek their Diverfious out of the Theatres, 
O! Sir, this Cartel is ſtuff'd with more Mis 
chief than the Troyan Horse. Fee exceeds ut 


| . 5 
5 N o 1 Y * _ 
| * " 3 | » k 


| | ning in ſuch an oppreſ 


1 | 
- Ni6t tv but I muſt 'obſerve to vou, Sir, upon 

| — — 1-could treat . Affair with 
| e 


ty) that the extravagant Salaries 

to 2 Players enceed all Bounds; 
and - 10 no reaſonable 'Bufineſs can con 
Huifwer it: But what then ? It was an Builthey 
# Tould'onily charge to their own 
nd) Diſtruſt of each other; there —— 
5 enough to avoid Drowning 
Having Recourſe to the H 


aker, ot applying 
Michief as the only Medicine for Folly. Could 
not they command \ their Pogkets i in their future 
Contracts with their Comedians, without join- 
preſfive ? What 
Have ide Poets, or indeed, what has the Town 
Lone, to de ud in the wretched" Manner 
muſf be treated in nee of this Cartel? 
One Theatre is articled for to be ſhut up by 
one Maſter, while the other pays him Six Hun- 
ted Pounds a —— — ſo 
chat all the Avenues are carefully guarded, that 
might poſſibly let in any new Entertainment 
to the Public. But it grows late, Sir n and, 
5e I have already tired you wich this long 
ungrateful Narrative, I fhall only beg your 
kind Acceptance of a ſmall Eflay towards a 
Furte I once intended to finiſh upon this Sub- 
ject; but, believing F ſhould never get ĩt acted, 
dropt my Deſign; but if it can ſerve to ambſe 


Ec = y6u, or your F riend in his Retirement, I ſhall 


diem my ſelf happy. I accepted of my Friend's 
Papers; and, after a mutual Exchange of Com- 
{A : 0 we * our ſeveral Homes. , 


(19) 


And now, Sir, having reduc'd to Writing 


all the materia Points which my Friend moſt 


ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on, and ſubjoined a Copy 


of the Papers, which he called An Eſay to. 
wards a Farce on the ſame Subject, I iy 
with they may contribute to your Amuſement, 
and that your Return to Town may be ſooner 
than you intended ; or, at leaſt, that your fu- 
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= - PIAC HA, Maſter of the New Houſe. | 

© BRASSIE, a boldenterprizing Fel- 

5 low, who manages Roa int 

| irt Senger an Attorney that dan- | 
|. gles after Drury. | 3 : 


jecond Lawyer, an Attorney that fol- 


los Piachaa. „„ 
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| (Enter Braflic, meeting Two Lawyers.) 5 


+ Braſfie.... 
| Have you the Articles en- 7 


groß A 
£ Ik; { * bs 8 n : ak * 8 of 


Braſſie. 
— — "EM no Dime is l 
1 And cis Cane! ſhall end each vile Di put, 


| Firſt Lawyer. 
& they'll come 
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Braff. 
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= _— | Broffi | 
They're coming ſtreight, tho? neither * 
Par I engage to make em both comply. 


cones to drink with me alone, 
— arcraant 4 


ber 
Sir, you're their common. Friend 5 


. 

— — be ſure I 
— aliate Cantzntion, . 
r 


great: 
eat. ; | re 

But Who the Maſter $ ſoon may [ue he Yom, down, 
Nor need be Anxious how they uſe ä 


r 
. mY 


Ha! Bike, a — I; 
TR been 4%. | 


4 1 — jo ws —— | 2. 8 


1 Brat. | Sees 
7 Sia =—— my 8 


Good Sir; and Buſineſs too, Von muy partake ; 
Ti (aye ous calculated for your Se. 38 
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Into the fineſt Plot 70 ever Bid. 

= 'how you ſtare, as if you {till were Foes! 

Here, join your Hands, and all -yqur Feuds 

compoſe. [joining their Hangs. 

AV HiIft thus united you together fand, 

You both Ry rich, _ ablolute Com- 
mand. . | 


here! D Fa, an. th 
Why, 8 og 


And I 4 (abr 0 Ta ied ith 
5 confeſs (taking Snu m ti wi 
; the Wim. | 


0 * 


i 1 
The Whiax! ms find, beau me 


Le 


Tief Lauper. Ch 2 . 
4 Paper, aud ntadi.) 


Cn ARLES, Prince of:Drury, whoſe extended 
. Sway © 
The aa own, and mighty: Kings a $ 
To whom thvinſpir'd [Ttain their Works, * 
| Shrew'd Judge of Hog a Judge of. 


Wit. 1 
Piacba. | 
Hold, = ; that ciel mine, as Flr maintain. 


, Braga. 


* 


F 

| . Braſſie. | : 7 
Ves Sir, it may; but not in Dee * 
Sole Judge you are, no * in Covent- Gar- | 


3 den; 
| Elſewhere your Judgment ma rot worth, a 
"OPS: , _ oY 


: | "Oe = FR 3 
Both cannot be ſole Judge, it is n "TY 
And therefore ſtrike out that 2 Word. 
My Client is alone ſole Judge, I fay; 
For he „ ee in a . 


Firſt 

e Wo: 

In my Opinion, One's as good as other. 

If this Cartel but cure all former Grudges, 

No Matter how they're tid, or either 0 | 
Should ſuch Heads, when cloſe together 

i 
Judge worſe than Midas, they muſt be obey'd. 


1+ going, returns ß. 2: 


"ew, a 3 of Kings _ Queens, 
Indignant rave, as oft behind the Scenes, 
To enter ready and diſplay their Grief, - = 
And vainly here 4 at; to "Unc Retr 
* Sirs, pray ſign — 


| Both Moafers. = 
lager . cer en read! 


OW. 


7 : 1 os 0 2 17 
J's Braflie. 1 
Lara? Lig, we wilt but aid ab 


Ie, pray fign before they come, 1 
| Second Lawyer. 
And boldly then pronounce their future Doom. 


(They execute the Articles.) 


3 TREES - - * e 
Here take this Drury, as my Act and Deed: 
ies 4 Pa 4 
Drury. 8. * 


And take you this, and the Conditions mad 
| [ grves him a TR 5 


= Penis Braffic and Lawyers. Th 
5 W Piacha. 
Sir, Tis agreed, that te pay wo hs Rent 
of . $ e . 


Drury. 
| —»————1I am content; 
Provided, ys you lock it up Rraightway, 
This. no one may in n . 


He tells y 


4 _—_ 1 85 i 
That I 1 obſerve, and, next we 1 rer, 
1 no one > Actor c 'er received be 
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(26 7 
By either of us, . EY N 
From 'other's Hand a written full Diſcharge: 


* | wes Drury. * 


Aged, my F riend. Our Heroes wel di- 


vide; 
And for our Heroines, well up and ride, 
+l Enter @ Poet to nagar I. 
\ Poet. 
Sir, here sa Play Poe writ, I _— will run, 
Ret PLE; "Piece. OM 
Ld, Sir, all thoſe could write are dead and 


3333 
- The Cannon, Sir, of Poetry i is full, 


ous * r offer now mu needs be an. 


ST can you judge of Plays your never r read? 


78 Piacha. a 
Ye, ir, or how do you think I get x my 
"4s Bread ? 1 
Am to con and ſpell each Piſce quite thro?, 
As if, ſorſooth, I'd nothing elſe to do? 
"'Uper | Unbeard! Let me a Copy touch, 
Tu lecl its NE +: how, little or. how much. 


PR 
2 1 0 


wr - 52 


> 


4 Dry 


& | " wes. | 
Is that your Way ? ? Now I judge by 115 
7 Smell, 96 
Tl ſcent true Wit a 
Piacha. 


— — —why that way . as well. 


8 Drury. N. 
Far better, as the Noſe beſt Sent to — wt 
LEO, = e is 14887 * pe ya. F 


2 . 
* Taſte! true Taſte of Wit! is | rarely. 
found; 


Nor taſte of Fact: anlef the Palate* 8 Sound: 


But you have ways of Jacging, Sirs, ſo new? _ 
V * 2 


* 


„5 Dots 
N o matter; Sirz' x we always find em t tue. 


Poet. 
Then pleaſe to fk my * —— ; Pacha.) 


Piacha.. | = 
— — ———— It touches well. 


| Drury. 
pray let me noſe it, faith, I like the Smell; 
And 1 believe 'rwould run — 


5 


N 
? A * * 
4 


2 De © =” om 


But we are buſy 


ts) 


Piacba. 


| 


. 


Drury. 


Why! to What Purpoſe as we're now agreed ? 
No Plays, or new, or old reviv'd we need. 


What if the Town "COMPIRING, Of 


nd ws el; 

now, ſo leave your Play; 

And hark'e! call * ſome other Day. 
1 (Exit Poet. 1 


AQors | 21 


rave, 
The preſent Stock, is all they re like to have. 


Piacba. 


The Plays now up, we'll in ſucceſſion Play, 
ho And ep Rehearſals qui te, and dock their VE: 


* Player may work by Day; and each at : 


Night 


| Nay 4& forte: Part, and get « Trific by 


. is the Staff of Life, add Suffolk 


1 is Luxury, and fo are hot grey Peaſe. 
High Feeding dulls their Wit, and Dreſſing fine 


No leis intoxicates than Punch or Wine. 


* 
Cheeſe, 


Such are the Sources whence Diſorders flow j Ye 


Drury. 


Nowy let's embrace ! This grand Catlvlicun, 


This wiſe Cartel, juſt now agreed upon, 


- Specifick is, and takes the Cauſe away, 


55 5 as we 9 we can reduce their Pay. 


4 Enter 


8 
8 * 


N (Enter Braſſie haſtily. IS 
Ii Braſſie. | | 4 1 
_ Sirs, haſte away! the Mob I nam'd before, . 
Of Kings and Queens, have forced the outer 
All rave at broken Contracts and Arrears, 
4 Zoons! let's away; they'll lug us by the Rars. 
_ - Singly Id fool em all out of AF 3 
But joyn'd, we'll bilk em, flip out the back + 7 
| Way. 3 „ þ N = 
(Exeunt Omnes.) 
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